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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T has been remarked, as charaferiſtic of 


Britons, that their Minds are very ſuſceptible = 


of melancholy Impreſſions on ſudden Emergencies: 
But it is no leſs true, that, after a little Reflection, 
they rouſe themſelves from their temporary Deſpon- 
dency ; and reſume that wel known Fortitude, 
which hath ſo often ftruck Terror into their Ene- 
nies, and reflefted Glory on themſelves. 


It is the Defign of this Diſcourſe to affiſt and 
encourage Refleftions of the maſt ſalutary Kind ; 
t draw the Line, as carefully as may be, betwvixt a 
dangerous Self-confidence on the one Hand, and a not 
leſs dangerous Deſpair on the other ; each leading by 
diferent Paths to the ſame End; viz. to a fatal 
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A If, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


= — 
— Trl op — — og — AR— — 


[ 2 ] : 

J. while others are A their Alle 
their Fortune, and their Lives to the Public Service, 
the Writer of the following Pages may be allowed 
to offer his Mite in the Way of his Profeſſion; If, 
by directing my Countrymen to a never-failing 
Source of Confidence in God's Bleſſing on their ſpi- 
rited Endeavours, I may in any Meaſure quicken 
their Senſe of Duty to Gon; their Sovereign, and 
their Country; I ſball have Reaſon to rejoice in 
this incidental Opportunity of joining with my 
Brethren in a Work fo neceſſary and important at 
the preſent Functure: Many of them, I doubt not, 
are purſuing the ſame Courſe, in their reſpective 
Stations, to much better Advantage than myſelf: 
| Encouraging their Fellow-Citizens to Fortitude and 


Perſeverance, in a Siyle more animated, and wit) 
. Arguments more powerful, than any, which tht 
Reader will meet with in the following Diſcourſe. 
| s. 6. 
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SER M O N, Ce. 


PSALM xiv. VERSES 6, 7. 


FOR I WILL NOT TRUST IN MY BOW, NEITHER SHALL 
MY SWORD SAVE ME. BUT IT IS THOU THAT 
SAVEST US FROM OUR ENEMIES, AND PUTTEST 
THEM TO CONFUSION THAT HATE US, | 


HE principal SubjeQs of the Pſalm 
before us, are, a grateful Commemo- 
ration of the former Mercies of Gop 
towards His People; and Profeſſions of humble 
Confidence in the ſame Mercy for future De- 
liverances from Diſtreſs.“ We have heard with. 
eur Ears, O God, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, our Fathers 


A 2 Have 
* Verſe 1, 


2 He 8 

have told us, what Works thou didft in their Days, 
inthe Times of old. The Wonders of Gop's Pro- 
vidence for the Salvation of His People are re- 
corded in the Scriptures of Truth, for the Con- 
ſolation of His Church in every Age and Nation 
of the World; And the Hope -and Comfort 
which theſe Scriptures afford, extend them- 
ſelves not only to eyery Nation, but even to 
every Individual ; who 1s thereby encouraged 
* to cry unto the LoRD in his Trouble, in a ſted- 
_ faſt Hope of Deliverance from Adverſity. 


The Pſalmiſt in the next Verſe particularizes 


the Mercies, which the People of Gon had re- 


ceived from the Hand of their Almighty De- 
hverer; in the Diſpoſſeſſion of the Canaan- 
ites, and the Eſtabliſiment of the Houſe of 
Jacob in their Land. We have heard, How 
thou dia drive out the Heathen with thy Hand, 
and planteaſt thine own Children in their Stead ; 
how thou dig affiet the People, and caſt them out; 
for a Puniſhment of their Idolatry and Un- 
* Pſalm cvii. | 


belief. 


1 
belief. And indeed, the ſacred Hiſtory abounds 
with Inſtances of Divine Interpoſition in their 
: Favour ; Numberleſs are the Proofs, that 
. they gat not the Land in Poſſeſſion by their own 
n Sword, neither did their own Arm ſave them; It 
t was His Right Hand and His Arm, which fought 
. for them from Heaven; It was the Light of His 
0 Countenance which ſhone upon them from above, 
d becauſe He had a Favour wnto them. On this 
I. Experience of paſt Mercies the Pſalmiſt founds 
his Acknowlegement of the Power of Gop, 
and his Prayer for the Continuation of his 
Loving Kindneſs. Thou art my King, O GOD; 
command Deliverances for Facob. As if He had 
fd, “ With all imaginable Thankfulneſs, I 
* acknowlege Thee to be the Sovereign Loxp 
Hof all Things; O! grant that I and all thy 
people may continue the bleſt Objects of thy 
* ſaving Grace!“ For through T hee vill we puſb 
down our Enemies; and through Thy Name will 
we tread them under that riſe up againſt us. 
However perſecuted the Church of Gop may 
be, yet her Faith faileth not: She knoweth 


in 
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in whom her Confidence is placed; Even in 
' ONE, that is both able and willing to help to 
the uttermoſt all that put their Truſt in Him; 
For, as the inſpired Writer proceeds in the 
Words now under Conſideration, Iwill not truſt in 
my Bow, neither ſhall my Sword ſave me; But it: 
in Twov that ſaveſt us from our Enemies, and puttcft Wl | 
them 10 Confufion that hate us. That is, I will not Ne 
ſo truſt in any human Means, however wiſely e 
calculated to procure Succeſs, as to aſſert an WW U 
Independence on the powerful Aſſiſtance of s 
the Lord of Hoſts; He it is, who, going Wl 
forth with our Armies, is able to ſave us from 5 
the Hand of our Enemies; His Hand and His Wl 
Arm, ſtretched forth in our Defence, will 
enable us to put them to Shame that hate us, 


I am well aware, that no Place 1s more unfit 
for political Diſquiſitions, than that, in which] 
now ſtand before you : And therefore you will 
not expect me to deſcend to Particulars on a Sub- 


ject, concerning which I am neither competent 
to 
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n to judge, nor called upon to determine. But 


0 me moſt ignorant cannot be a Stranger to the 
peculiar Circumſtances of our Situation at this 
e Wl Time; and the coldeſt Heart cannot be indiffe- 
n rent about the Iſſue. On ſuch an Occafion as 
it Wl this, what Duty is more incumbent on the 
/: WI Miniſter of God, than to direct the Attention 
t of his Fellow-Chriſtians, after a wiſe Exertion 
ly of the beſt Means of Defence which are in 
in WF their Power, to HIM, who is our Refuge and 
of Wl Strength, a very preſent Help in Trouble? To 
g Him, who at His good Pleaſure maketh Wars 
m ts ceaſe unto the Ends of the Earth; wwho breaketh 
1s Wl the Bow, and cutteth the Spear in ſunder, and 
ul i burneth the Chariot in the Fire? What is more 
15, WW our bounden Duty, than to endeavour to diſpel 
thoſe Clouds of Sorrow and Deſpair, with 
which the Feeble-Hearted are too apt to be 
overſpread ; by ſuggeſting to our Hearers the 
neyer- ceaſing Benefits of a conſtant ſuperin- 
tending Providence; by reminding them of 
paſt Inſtances of Divine Goodneſs towards 


tem, 


l 

chem, as the beſt Ground of Comfort and reli- 
gious Confidence for the Time to come? WI 
alſo have heard, O Go p, and not only have 
our Fathers told us; even we ourſelves have 
ſeen, what Thou haſt done for us; in the De- 
liverances which thou haſt wrought, and the 
Bleſſings which thou haſt vouchſafed to our 
Church and Nation: And we are filled with . 
an humble Hope, that Thou haſt not now af 
us off ; that Thou | haſt not now. forgotten 6 Ml ' 

be gracious ; nor, however provoked by our 

manifold Sins, haſt in Anger ſhut up Thy tender 
Mercies: It is true, indeed, that we do not pre- 
ſent ourſelves before Thee, truſting in our L 
| own Righteouſneſs, but in thy manifold and I 
great Mercies ; neither 1s our Confidence alto- L 
gether placed in the Arm of Fleſh, or in the th 
Sword, for Safety and Defence: To have i ©* 
neglected the Means would ſurely have been 
moſt egregious Folly ; to reſt wholly upon 
them would be not leſs impious Preſumption. 


After our beſt Exertion therefore of human 
0 Means 


. 

Means of Succeſs, we come before Thee, O 
God, in the Pſalmiſt's Language of humble 
Supplication and holy Faith; and ſay, * Plead 
Thou our Cauſe, O LorD, with them that ftrive 
with us, and fight Thou againſt them that fight 
againft us: Take hold of Shield and Buckler, and 
fand up for our Help; Draw out alſo the Spear, 
and flop the Way againſt them that perſecute us ; 
Let our Souls be joyful in the LorD, yea let them 
rejoice in His Salvation. 


Such is the Conſolation which Religion ad- 
miviſters in every Situation of Danger and 
Diſtreſs : And were its Duties a thouſand 
Times more burthenſome, than either the 
Lukewarm or the Infidel is wont to repreſent 
them, the Satisfaction derived from the Reflec- 
tions which it affords, abundantly compenſates 
for the moſt painful Reſtraints which it can 
enjoin. Its Reſtraints, indeed, are only ſuch 
as are ſalutary, and every Way calculated for 

Pſalm xxxv. 


B | our 
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dur Benefit: but how numberleſs are its Com- 
forts; and how ſure is its Support? * She is 4 


Tree of Life to them that lay hold upon her ; and 


happy is every one that retaineth her: Particu- 
larly, in Circumſtances of more than ordinary 
Solicitude, ſhe calleth to us with a gentle, but 
perſuaſive Voice, ſaying, + Be not afraid ef ſud. 
den Fear, neither of the Deſolation which the 
wicked bringeth upon thee ; For the LoD ſhall 
be thy Confidence, and ſhall keep thy Foot from 
being taken. Then ſhalt thou wall in thy Way 
fafely, and thy Foot ſhall not fumble. When this 
lieft drwn, thou ſhalt not be afraid; yea, thos 
ſhalt lie down, and thy Sleep ſhall be ſtweet. Far 
be it therefore from any, who profeſs to be- 
lieve in God, to fold their Arms together in 
Deſpair; Far be it from us, who have ſo 
largely taſted, and f frequently ſeen, that the 
LoxD is gracious, to be caſt down, and dif 
quieted with hopeleſs Apprehenſions: J Th 
Lord's Hand is not ſhortened, that it cannot ſave; 


Prov. iii. 18. + Prov. iii. 25, 26. t Iſaiah lix. 1, % 
5 | neither 


Qu 
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neither is His Ear heavy, that it cannot hear : 
Only let us take Heed, that our Inquities 
ſeparate not betwix? us and our Gop ; And let 
not our Sins hide His Face from us, that He will 
nt hear. A ſpeedy Return to Gop, with 
hearty Purpoſes of better Obedience, is the _ 
proper Effect, which a Senſe of Danger ought 
univerſally to produce, When Famine, 
Drought, and Poverty, opprefled the Children 
of Iſrael, the Prophet Haggai calls upon them 
to # confider their Ways : Ye have ſown much, 
faith he, and bring in little: Je eat, but ye have 
wt enough ; Ye drink, but ye are not filled with 
Drink: Ye clathe you, but there is none warm: 
And he that earneth Wages, earneth Wages to put 
them into a Bag with Holes ; THEREFORE, thus 
ſaith the Lox of Hoſts, CONsIDER YOUR WAYS, 
And if our preſent critical Circumſtances 
ſhould ſerye to call Home our diffipated 
Thoughts, and induce us to conſider how far 
our Sins have been inſtrumental in bringing 
* Chap. i. 5, 6, 
B 2 this 
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this Evil upon us; if our Apprehenſion of 
Divine Judgments ſhould ſerve to teach us the 
Neceflity of returning to Gop, we ſhall even- 
tually have Cauſe to welcome the Chaſtiſe. 
ment, and kiſs the Rod that corredeth us. 


But though the Tranſactions of War, how- 
ever proſperous, muſt always be conſidered 
as Calamities in their Nature, big with AMic- 
tion to Individuals, and the Parent of Terror 

and Diſmay ; yet where we truſt our Cauſe to 
be a righteous one, and can with Confidence 
make our Appeal to the All-righteous Judge 
of Heaven and Earth, we ſee no Reaſon to fear 
the Imputation of Preſumption, in adopting 
the Language of the Pſalmiſt ; and ſaying, 
De LoRD is my Light and my Salvation, hon 
ſhall I fear ? The Lord is the Strength of my 
Life, of whom ſhall I be afraid? Though an Hef 
ſhould encamp againſt me, yet ſhall not my Heart be 
* Plalm xavii. 1,3. 


8 | afraid; 
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e afraid; though War fhould riſe againſt me, yet 
will I put my Truſt in Him. 


Hitherto we have conſidered the bleſſed State 
of thoſe, who live in a conſtant Dependence 
on the good Providence of Gop, particularly 
on the Approach of Danger, or under the 
1 Preſſures of Adverſity : We have at the ſame 
Time conſidered the Neceſſity of uſing thoſe 
r Means, which Go p hath put into our Hands 
8 for Self-Preſervation, and even for Conqueſt 
ce cer our Enemies: But it appears to be only 
partial Conſideration of the Subject, if the 
Arguments which have been urged, are not car- 
ned yet farther; extending even to that Warfare, 
thoſe Weapons of Defence, and thoſe Adver- 
aries which are ſpiritual; Whoſe Attacks are 
kvelled not merely againſt our temporal Inter- 
eſts, but againſt thoſe which are infinitely 
more important, as they are eternal: * e 
wreſtle not, faith the Apoſtle, exhorting the 

* Chap. vi. 12. 


Ephefians 


other. This Argument hath too much Need 
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Ephefians to Activity in their Chriſtian Duty, 
Me wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againf 

Principaliies, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers 
of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual | 
Wickedneſs in high Places: From the Conſidera- Ml : 
tion of the formidable Nature of our Enemies, Wl 
He urges us to * fate unto us the whole Armour q 
God, that we may be able to withſtand in ile 
evil Day, and having done all, to land. In theſe ! 
Words is implied the neceſſary Concurrence IM 
of Man's Exertion with Gop's Aſſiſtance, as Wl 
the moſt eſſectual Security againſt Preſumption 
on the one Hand, and Deſpondency on the 


to be inſiſted on, at a Time, when Multitudes 
amongſt us are ſo unreaſonably confident of 
| their own Ability to ſerve and to pleaſe Gon, 
as to deſpiſe His aſſiſting Grace; or any better 
Righteouſneſs than their own to recommend 
them to His Favour and Acceptance ; while 
others are ſeen running into the oppoſite Ex- 


Ver. 13. 
treme, 


COIN] 
treme, and caſting themſelves fo entirely on 
the Grace of Gop, and the Merits of their 
Redeemer, as to refuſe one Effort of their 
own, to work out their Salvation. The former 
are ſtrangely unmindful of that Weakneſs, of 


which their Pride is the moſt convincing Proof; 
„and utterly regardleſs of that all-ſufficient 
„ WL Atonement, on which alone any reaſonable 
o Hopes of Pardon can be founded ; whilſt the 
e latter are debaſed, by an abje& Senſe of their 
as WT natural Infirmities, into a lifeleſs Inactivity, 
on and a moſt unprofitable State of Quietiſm. 


ed Let us view for a Moment the Chriſtian ad- 
les WM vancing chearfully in the right Path of Duty; 
of neither diſcouraged by the Senſe of his Weak- 
nefs, becauſe He knows that his Sufficiency is of 
Gop; nor confidently truſting to his own 
Strength, becauſe ſad Experience hath too fully 
taught him, how liable he 1s continually to 
fall: Let us behold him going forth to his 
ſpiritual Conflict, with that holy Confidence, 
which 
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 whichoncediſtinguiſhed the Champion of ſrael, 
againſt the Defier of the Armies of the 


him; but he relieth on the Grace of Go for 
Support, and on His Mercy for Deliverance, 
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Living Gop : He truſteth not, altogether, that 
his Sword, or his Bow, that his own Arm, 
his own Exertions, his own Ability, ſhall fave 


and a Bleſſing on his beſt, however impertet, 
Endeavours. The Weapons of our Warfare, Ne 


faith St. Paul, + are not carnal ; but mighty thr WM 


Go, 0 the pulling down the ſtrong Holds of Sin; Will tl 
Caſting down every vain Imagination, and every high Wl w 
Thought that exalteth itſelf againſt the Knowleg: WM or 


of Gov, and bringing into Subjection every T hought Wl of 
10 the Obedience of Chriſt. The promiſed Land, Mie: 
that heavenly Canaan for which he ſtrives, of 
the Chriſtian Soldier preſumes not to get into Mour 
his Poſſeſſion by his own Sword, neither truſteth Na 
he that bis own Arm ſhall fave him; His Re- t 
hance is on the Light of Gop's Countenance, to WW" F 
Ie guide him in the Way; and His Right Hand, WW 5, 


® 1 Sam. xvii. + 2 Cor. x. 
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he believeth, will ſupport him in all Dangers, 
nud carry him through every Difficulty ; till, 
it having obtained a final Victory, through the 
„ Power of his Redeemer, He ſhall be admitted 
v the Celebration of a glorious Triumph, in 
or dhe Kingdom of Heaven. | 


, Let us, then, conſider, how we may beſt 
, conduct ourſelves in our preſent Situation, 
ether we confider ourſelves as engaged in 
n; thoſe- warlike Enterprizes, on the Event of 
lich the Welfare of our Country depends; 
g cr as Soldiers, under the Banner of the Captain 
zn ef our Salvation, engaged againſt the Principali- 
nd, Wi ties and Powers of Darkneſs, In either State 
of Things, it is obvious, that God muſt be 
our Friend, or Ruin muſt enſue. But let us 
ak our own Minds, Can we reaſonably hope, 
that we have made the Lord of Hoſts our 
Friend, fo that he will not caft us off, and 
* put us to Shame, but will go forth with us, 
and enable us to tread down our Enemies on 
C „ every 
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. every Side ?” This Queſtion is of infinite 
Importance : For if Gop be for us, who can be 
againſt us with any Confidence of Succeſs? 
The Race is not always to the ſwift, nor the 
Battle always to the ſtrong; There is Ons that 
ſitteth in Heaven over all ; and directs the Con- 
cerns of Men according to the Dictates of in- 
finite Goodneſß, and unerring Wiſdom : In 
this Perſuaſion i it is our Duty rather to acquieſce, 
than to enter into a comparative View of onr 
reſpective Merits; For alas! I fear chat Boaſt- 
ing will be equally excluded from either Side, 
if the Baſis of Confidence muſt be perſoral 
Merit. But ſure I am, that if our Pretenſions 


are weak and ill-ſupported to that Rag breoufuþ : 
which exalteth a Nation, yet, in every Situa- * 
tion, great 1s the Efficacy of fervent Prayer: 2 
With all imaginable Earneſtneſs, therefore, im 
let us continue in Prayer to Go, that * 


He would not deal with us after our Sins, nor 77 
reward us according to our Tniquities : but that 


He would vouchſafe us ſuch a e of His 
Grace, 


1 

Grace, as will beſt prepare us to receive the 
full Diſpenſation of his Mercy: That hence- 
forth may be wrought in us great Carefulneſs 
to diſcharge our Duty; great Ind gnation againſt 
Vice; great Fear of Gob ; a vehement Defire of 
Virtue ; and an ardent Zeal for the Religion of 
Jesus Car1$T the Saviour of the World. 


Then may we reaſonably encourage that 
Hope of God's Favour and Aſſiſtance, which, 
in our preſent Undertakings, will procure 
Succeſs ; and in our Conflicts with the Ene; 
mies of our immortal Part, will make us more 
than Conquerors, tbro Him that loved us, and 
gave Himſelf for us. Then, even in the worſt 
of Times, tho' * Darkneſs ſurround our Taber- 
nacle, and Joy and Gladneſs be for a Time re- 
moved from us, we ſhall be filled with that 
inward Peace, which the World can neither 
give, nor take away from us: We may be, 


whether for Correction or for Judgment, 


Job xviii. | 
Ca troubled 


* 
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troubled for a while on every Side; yet ſhall we 
not be diftreſſed ; We may be perplexed ; yet nat 
in Deſpair : We may be perſecuted by our Ene- 
mies; yet not forſaken of Gop : We may for a 
Moment be caft down ; yet not deflroyed : On the 
contrary, theſe light Aflictions, which are but 
for a Moment, and which are light indeed, 
when put in the Balance againſt the Recom- 
pence of the Reward, ſhall, if rightly improved, 
work for us a far moreexceeding and eternal Weight 
of Glory, in- God's heavenly Kingdom. 


Nothing therefore remains, but that we 
humbly addreſs the Throne of Grace, in that 
excellent Form of Words, which equally re- 
gards both our preſent and our future Welfare; 
and ſay, * 


O Go, the Protector of all that truſt in Tber, 
without whom nothing is $TRONG, nothing i 
HOLY; Increaſe and multiply upon us Thy Mercy ; 
that, Thou being our Ruler and Guide, wwe may. , 
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paſs through Things temporal, that * finally boſe 


wt the Things eternal: Grant this, O heavenly 
Father, for Jeſus Chrift's Sake, thy Son our Log 4 


To whom with the Father, and the Holy 


Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour © 


and Glory, Thankſgiving and Wal hence- 
forth and for ever. 


FIN I Sũ. 
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